Rotherfield Millennium Green Trust CIO

Appendix 6 - Use of Tractors and Trailers

In developing an appropriate approach to the safe use of its own tractors and trailers on the
Green, the Trust has reviewed relevant health and safety guidance provided by various
national safety organisations. This review was last carried out in 2023 and will be repeated
at a maximum of three yearly intervals or if there is a material change in circumstances e.g.
in the type of work being carried out, or the equipment used.

Whilst most available guidance relates to tractors in an agricultural context, advice has been
considered in the context of maintenance work typically carried out on the Green.

Our approach to health and safety relating to tractors and trailers on the Green is as follows:
1. Prior to using the tractor and trailer, we will ensure that all new users;

a. Read any relevant HSE documents, in particular “Using Tractors Safely”, “Safe Use of

”n

Agricultural Mowers”, “Training and Competence”?!
b. Read any manufactures instruction manuals for the tractor and any trailer

c. Are provided with on-site instruction and demonstration by a competent person?

1 “Using Tractors Safely — A step by step guide” HSE leaflet INDG185(rev3), published 01/13
“Safe Use of Agricultural Mowers” HSE Agriculture Information Sheet No 25 (Revision 1)
“Training and Competence” section of HSE website

2 There is a duty on all employers (and the Trust would be considered an employer in this respect) to ensure
that all operators who use a tractor are trained to do so safely. However, there is NO NEED to go on an external
course to use a tractor on the Green. The guidance is very clear that adequate training can be delivered in
house by competent experienced operators.

Extract from HSE “Training and Competence”:-

“Training and the techniques can vary and may include (as appropriate to the risk, complexity of the task,
equipment and existing competence of staff):-

Self-study e.g. reading manufacturer’s instructions
Simple in-house instruction and demonstration, with supervision

Formal in-house training, provided by competent, qualified or experienced staff — often coupled with some
form of documented competence assessment

Externally provided training (usually with a competence assessment), provided by competent, suitably
qualified people”
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2. We will maintain a list of approved tractor operators and a list of people approved to
carry out in-house training3.

3 There is NO NEED to get a certificate of competence to use a tractor as there is, for instance, for a chain saw
or fork lift truck.
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